Academic writing 


The conversation of 
scholars 
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~ “Scholarly work is rooted in the 
lively exchange of ideas-- 
conversation at its best” 

“Written work is the most enduring 
and often the most influential 
contribution a scholar makes to 
academic conversation” 
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— “Writing is also important to 
scholarship because it clarifies 
thought and thus the generation of 
new knowledge" 

— “Seeking advice from others. . . 

Can firmly put writing into a 


conversational mode” 
~ Anne Sigismund Huff (1999) 
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Karl Weick (1995) .. . 
~ “How can | know what |! think until | 
see what | say?” 


— “How can | improve what | write 
until | find out what | think?” 


# We write to enhance our thinking; 
as we think more clearly, we'll write 
more clearly 
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Think before you write. 
Then, write to help you rethink. 


— Consider these critical questions 

@ Which conversations should | 
participate in? 

@ Who are the important 
“conversants’ ? 

@ What are these scholars talking 
about now’? 

¢ What are the most interesting 

things | can add to the 


conversation? 
— Anne Sigismusnd Huff (1999) 
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“Create orderly arguments, 
because thought Is unruly” 


“Although writing is time-consuming 
and difficult, you should anticipate 
getting better at it and discovering 


more pleasure in it” 
~ Anne Sigismusnd Huff (1999) 
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Write about what really 
Interests you 


~ Within reason 


~ Within the scope of the required 
purpose 

~ Be Innovative with form and 

content, but only with a clear 

purpose 

¢ Don't align criticism of presentation 
weaknesses with intolerance of 
creativity. 
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Overall your paper 
must 


- Capture the reader's attention 
~ Clearly identify your purpose 


~ Provide an overview of the current 
related conversation 


Clearly articulate your personal 
contribution to the conversation 


Leave the reader interested and 
wanting more 
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Why outline 


~ Allows you to experiment with the 
order of presentation 

Accentuates the dominant features 
of the paper as the intended reader 
is likely to perceive them 

Helps you define and highlight the 
value of the work being written 
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How to outline 
~ Begin with at least two and often 
three levels of headings, in bold, to 
mark the major structure of the 
paper. 
As the outline takes shape, check 
headings against the logic of the 
introduction, once it is written 
Write topic sentences before full 
text, especially in difficult sections 
of the paper 
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Another strategy 


-~ Consider creating a graphic of your 
ideas 


~ How would you arrange the ideas 
graphically? 
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Another strategy 


_ Try preparing an oral presentation 

before your first written draft 

How would you organize your 
thoughts to present verbally; as a 
presentation or as a conversation? 
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Critique your first draft 


_ Are your first paragraphs 
interesting? 

~ Be succinct; do you have too many 
extra words? 


_ Have you provided some orienting 
background 
~ Have you spent too much time or 


too little time on other people's 
work 
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_ Make assertions about previous 
work that reflect your own judgment 


~ Define key terms and phrases 


Think about “voice”. . . Use one that 
invites further conversation; don't 
lienate your reader 

y a bread crumb trail” for the 

st of your paper 


Dr. Kay Davis 


Edit for Clarity 


— Short sentences 

~ Present tense 

— Active voice 

~ Simple constructions 


~ No more than two instances of the 
Same word (within a few paragraphs) 
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Manuscript Review 
Checklist (Heppard, 99) 


_ After reviewing the complete 
manuscript. . . 

# Can you identify the one or two main 
points of the paper? 

troductory elements 

Does the title grab attention and say 
something important about the paper? 
oes it include important words that will 
index’ the paper appropriately? 
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Do the feat 
paragraphs . 


~ entice the reader to read on? 
establish the purpose of the 
writing? 

organize ideas and material in a 
logical and meaningful sequence, 
which is then reflected in the body 
of the paper? 
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Do the peated 
paragraphs 


_ introduce key concepts from the 
paper? 

~ highlight the key contribution or 

“value added” by this paper 
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Connections with . 
previous conversation 


Are antecedents of the paper clearly 
identified? 

the discussion of previous work an 
propriate length? 

e author's intended contribution to 
ious conversation clearly identified 
key terms defined? 

d other scholars in the field find the 
rs subject & approach interesting? 
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Lets clarify... 


Integration: the process of 
integrating--unifying parts 
synthesis is when parts are 
combined to make a new whole. 
Contrast integration & synthesis 
with analysis, 
@ which involves disassembling 
wholes to study their parts 
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Often, we have to first analyze 
before we can synthesize 


— Consider your writing. .. 

* Description only? 
Comparisons and contrasts? 
Integration of like ideas, parts? 
New hypotheses? 
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Summarizing, 
paraphrasing and quoting 


~ Summarizing: you condense an extended 
idea or argument into your own words 
Paraphrasing: you are using your own 
words however are giving credit to 
another's original idea. Author & year 
citation required. 

~ Quoting: direct quotes require citation 
with page number 
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Quoting 


_ The actual words themselves are 
the focus of your interpretation 

_ The words represent the view of an 
important expert 

~ The quotation is a graph, diagram 

or table 
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~ Quotes should be as short 
as possible and include 
only material relevant to 
your point. 
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When citation is 
unnecessary 


Your own independent words and 
ideas 

Common knowledge: info is readily 
available to most people, ie: 
encyclopedias, websites, guides 
Common sense observations: 
something most people know, ie: 
bad weather can cause accidents 
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Integrating Research 
Sources 


_ Give each quotation a context 

Introduce the quote with a 
statement about why the quote Is 
important and relevant for your 
conclusion 

Follow the quotation with a further 
explanation of how it fits into the 
larger argument you are making. 
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